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Teaching and Research Interests:


Criminology, Law & Society, Legal Communication, Social Psychology (small groups), Communicating Science, Power, Sociology of Science, Cheating, Methodology, Statistics
Education:


Ph.D. (2005) in sociology, University of Arizona, USA

Dissertation title: Structural Change in Exchange Relations

Advisor: Prof. Linda Molm


Comprehensive exam areas: Social psychology; Law, Deviance, and Social Control.


M.A. (1998) in sociology, University of Arizona, USA

Advisors: Prof. Calvin Morrill; Prof. Walter Powell.


Thesis title: Collaboration in Science


B.A.Hons. (1995) in sociology, University of Calgary, Canada

Specialization in criminology and social control.

Appointments:

UCSB 
Aug.2014-present.
Full-time Lecturer with joint appointment in sociology and communication departments.

Univ. of LaVerne 
Dec.2014-present. 

Part-time Lecturer, criminal justice program.

Univ. of Arizona 
Jan.2015-2016.
Part-time Lecturer, E-Society program.

Univ. of Oklahoma Aug.2008-2014.
Ranked-renewable Assistant Professor of sociology.

CSU-Long Beach   Aug.2001-2008.
Full-time Lecturer in sociology. 
Teaching:


Awards and Nominations

Winner of Univ. of Arizona Graduate Teaching Award, 2001.

Nominated for Univ. of Oklahoma Outstanding Teaching Award, 2013.
Nominated for CSU-Long Beach College of Liberal Arts outstanding teacher award, 2007.

Nominated for Univ. of Arizona Graduate Instructor of the Year: 2000.
Courses Taught
UCSB: 2014-present

Crime & Delinquency, Sociology of Law, Criminal Justice, Legal Community & the Courtroom, Group Communication in Multiple Contexts, Using Communication Research in Everyday Life, Communication Honors Seminar (Part 2, 3), Power & Communication, Communicating Science, Small Group Communication, Sociological Research Methods
Univ. of LaVerne: 2014-present

Law & Society, Criminology, White Collar Crime, Introduction to Sociology

Univ. of Arizona: 2015-2016


Digital Crime (online)

Univ. of Oklahoma: 2008-2014
Criminology, Sociology of Deviance & Social Control (online), Sociology of Law, Introduction to Sociology, Research Methods, Sociological Theory, Sociology of Gender 

CSU-Long Beach: 2001- 2008
Criminology, Social Psychology, Small Groups, Introduction to Sociology, Research Methods

Univ. of Arizona: 1995-2000
Law & Society, Gender, Statistics [T.A.], Sociological Theory [T.A], Science, Technology & Society [T.A.], Gender [T.A.]
Graduate Student Committees

Univ. of Oklahoma 
2011: Dan Quay (Anne Beutel chair)

CSU-Long Beach 
2006-2007: Carter Hovland (Brett Meizelle chair)

Service:


UCSB

2019: Communication Technology Committee

2018: Sociology Undergraduate Committee; Communication Technology Committee

2017: Sociology Undergraduate Committee; Communication Technology Committee

2016: Communication department honors program coordinator (supervised 8 honors theses)

Univ. of Oklahoma

2014: Undergraduate committee; Department honors coordinator

2013: Undergraduate committee; Department honors coordinator

2012: Undergraduate committee; Department honors coordinator

2011: Undergraduate committee

2010: Undergraduate advisor; Undergraduate committee

2009: Undergraduate advisor; Undergraduate committee.

CSU-Long Beach

2007: Sociology department honors program organizing committee.

Alpha Kappa Delta honors society faculty advisor
2006: Co-created sociology department honors program (with Norma Chinchilla)
Organized sociology student research conference
Alpha Kappa Delta honors society faculty advisor
Organized seminar on graduate school application process

College of Liberal Arts faculty council representative
College of Liberal Arts faculty retreat committee
Created new general education class (Soc 342I- Criminology)
Small-groups consultant for Associated Students of CSU-Long Beach.

2005: Organized sociology student research conference (with Walter Nicholls)
Alpha Kappa Delta honors society faculty advisor
Panelist on student ethics and cheating for college of liberal arts retreat
Conducted sociology senior exit surveys

Beach Beginnings instructor;
Sociology dept. representative for college of liberal arts faculty council

2004: Created and organized sociology student research conference (with Walter Nicholls).
2003: Sociology dept. self-study on curriculum; university rubric assessment group (w/ Mark Wiley)

2001: Created sociological research methods working group

Department technology committee
Department professional activities committee.

Research:
Dunbar, N., B. Lane. & G. Abra. 2016. “Power in Close Relationships: A Dyadic Power Theory Perspective”. J.A. Samp (Ed.), Communicating Interpersonal Conflict in Close Relationships: Contexts, Challenges and Opportunities. Routledge.
Dunbar, N. & G. Abra. 2012. “Dyadic power theory, touch, and counseling psychology: A Response to Smith, Vogel, Madon, and Edwards (2011)”. The Counseling Psychologist, 40:1085-1093. DOI: 10.1177/0011000012456883.
Dunbar, N., J. Banas, D. Rodriguez, S. Liu., & G. Abra. 2012. “Humor use in power-differentiated interactions”. Humor: International Journal of Humor Research, 25:469 – 489. DOI: 10.1515/humor-2012-0025 

Dunbar, N. & G. Abra. 2010. “Observations of Dyadic Power in Interpersonal Interaction”. Communication Monographs, 77:1-27.
Abra, J., and G. Abra.  1999. “Collaboration and Competition”, pp. 283-293 in M. Runco (ed.) The Encyclopaedia of Creativity, Vol.1.  Academic Press.

Abra, J., and G. Abra.  1999. “Sports and Creativity”, pp. 577-583 in M. Runco (ed.) The Encyclopaedia of Creativity, Vol.2.  Academic Press.

Competitively Selected Conference Papers:


Dunbar, N. & G. Abra. 2012. “A Dyadic Power Theory Explanation of the Demand-
Withdraw Interaction Pattern”. Presented at the National Communication 
Association annual meeting, 2012, Orlando, FL.
Dunbar, N., J. Banas, D. Rodriguez, S. Liu, & G. Abra. 2009. “Humor use in power-differentiated interactions”. International Society for Humor Studies Conference, 2009, Long Beach.
Dunbar, N. and G. Abra. 2007. “Observations of dyadic power in interpersonal interaction.” Presented at the International Communication Association annual Meeting, 2008, Montreal.
Dunbar, N., and G. Abra.  2006. “Analysis of Self-Help Books”, presented at the International Communication Association annual Meeting, 2006, Dresden.

Abra, G., and J. Miller.  2001. “Crime and First Principles”, presented at the American Society of Criminology annual Meeting, 2001, Atlanta.

Abra, G.  2000. “Experimentally Testing a Role-Change Model”, presented at the American Sociological Association annual Meeting, 2000, Washington, DC.

Abra, G.  1998. “Network Morphology in Exchange Relations”, presented at the American Sociological Association annual Meeting, 1998, San Francisco.

Abra, G.  1997. “Hierarchical Collaboration”, presented at the American Sociological Association annual Meeting, 1997, Toronto.

Abra, G., and J. Owen-Smith.  1996. “Revisions to Gibbons’ Modes of Knowledge Production”, presented at the Southwestern Sociological Association annual Meeting, 1996, New Orleans.

Invited lectures:

2020- UCSB Education, “What is a Research University?” (guest lecture)

2019- UCSB Communication, “What is a Research University?” (recorded for transfer students)

2014- UCSB Sociology/Communication, “Teaching Power Across Disciplinary Boundaries”

2007- CSU-Long Beach, “Acceptable Cheating”

2005- CSU-Long Beach Sociology, “Structural Change in Exchange Networks”

