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George D. McCune Dissertation Fellowship
George D. McCune, together with Sara Miller McCune, founded Sage Publications in 1966 and built it into one of the leading international publishers of social research. Sage has played a particularly important role in the field of communication, providing early outlets for scholarship in the days when the field was establishing itself. Mr. McCune’s passing in 1990 marked the end of a publishing career that spanned four decades.

The McCune Foundation established the George D. McCune Dissertation Fellowship at UC Santa Barbara. The award, which was instituted in 1995, recognizes excellence in graduate student research and provides funding during the dissertation writing process.  The award provides 
· The McCune Fellowship provides tuition, health insurance, campus-based fees, and $7.5K stipend for each of three quarters.

There are two key criteria for selecting the successful applicant:

1. demonstrated excellence in scholarship and research activity

2. successfully completing dissertation work that will yield a broad and meaningful contribution to the social scientific study of communication phenomena, as opposed to a more narrow and specialized advance in knowledge. Recipients are expected to complete their dissertation by the end of the fellowship year.
Eligibility
To apply, students should plan to be advanced to Ph.D. candidacy (i.e., passed their qualifying exams) before accepting the fellowship. Students can be in the process of taking and defending qualification exams in Spring quarter before their award year.  Students who are not in good standing based on time to degree or other issues are not eligible for this award.
Application Process
A completed application must be received by the chair of the Awards Committee no later than day, date, year. The application should consist of:

1. Application Form. See below.
2. A letter of application. The letter of application should be no longer than one page (single spaced), and should address the applicant’s progress to date (e.g., finishing coursework, advancing to candidacy) in the graduate program, and how the fellowship will benefit the applicant. 

3. A short draft of the dissertation proposal. The proposal should be a narrative description of the dissertation and should not exceed 2 pages (single spaced), excluding references. The draft does not have to be the completed or final dissertation proposal.  The proposal should be organized into the following sections: a) background and theoretical foundation of the proposed research, b) design and procedures, c) significance of the research (theoretical and practical to social issues in Communication), and d) time frame for the completion of the project. The proposal should be written in language that is accessible to a broad audience of communication scholars.

4. Curriculum vitae.

5. One letter of recommendation. One letter of endorsement from a faculty member in the Communication Department is required. The recommender should comment on the student's academic progress to date, the merits of the dissertation, and the likelihood of its completion during the subsequent year. Applicants should provide a copy of the proposal to the recommender in advance. Letters should be submitted directly to the chair of the Awards Committee by day, date, year.

George D. McCune Dissertation Fellowship

Application Form 

Name: 

Home address: 

Perm #: 

Date advanced to candidacy:  

Project title: 

Expected date of completion: 

Are human subjects involved in this research project?
Y
N

Committee Chair: 

Other committee members:  

Please Attach:

1. Letter of application

2. A short draft (2 pages) of the dissertation proposal

3. Curriculum vitae

And request one letter of recommendation.
